Climate change in Peru equals hunger
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How is climate change affecting us? That’s an easy question. If things continue the way they are going, we will have significant problems in the future. Farmers simply will not know at what time they should plant their seeds. For people whose livelihoods are dependent on agriculture, these changing weather patterns pose a big threat. If the farmers expect rain, but instead a drought is coming, the seeds do not grow and replanting the crops will be expensive. On the other hand, if there is too much rain or even frost, all the crops will be destroyed. In such a case, the farmers literally lose everything.
Peruvian farmers depend on the income from their fields. Almost no one has the means to protect themselves against harvest losses. On top of that, rural villages in the Andes are difficult to reach, so little help from the government reaches these communities.
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One of the most important challenges we face is providing the right technical equipment. For example, storage systems can ensure food security, at least for a short timeframe. People also need water tanks, irrigation systems and agricultural training about terrace fields. This is what we work on. 

One aspect we observe here in Peru’s Andean region is conflict over water. In our project region, some groups complain that people in the higher mountain areas use up all the water. As a consequence, only a little reaches the lower-lying communities. This problem will surely become worse in the future. We also expect water and food prices to rise steeply, as natural resources become scarcer. This will increase hunger and malnutrition. Children, older people and other vulnerable groups are more at risk to suffer from diseases. 
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Climate change also affects people’s mobility. Many move from rural areas to cities because they simply cannot support themselves and their families with the small income they have. As well, the changing weather is a health concern: periods of extreme heat and drought lead to cardiovascular problems. Malaria and other tropical diseases are also on the rise. 

Accíon Andina works with indigenous people in Peru’s Andean region. The local non-government organization has received the partnership award by CARE Germany-Luxemburg in 2009. 
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CARE is a leading aid organisation with more than 60 years’ experience fighting global poverty and delivering emergency assistance. In nearly 70 countries, CARE works with the poorest communities to improve basic health and education, enhance rural livelihoods and food security, increase access to clean water and sanitation, and expand economic opportunity. Our long-term development assistance and emergency relief initiatives are currently benefiting about 55 million people around the world. In response to the growing crisis, CARE is helping the most world’s most vulnerable communities adapt to the impacts of climate change.
