The climate setback: How can we manage it better?
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My interactions with community members that we work with at CARE Kenya are often quite fascinating. Their will and determination to improve their lives is evident. They are aware of their environment and circumstances, and possess a great wealth of knowledge. They identify solutions to their problems and, with support, some have been empowered to improve their conditions. 

In our conversations, I always ask their experience with weather conditions. There’s little variation in the answers I’ve heard so far. ‘It is much warmer these days,’ some say. Others mention, ‘It is difficult to predict when the rains will fall, and when it does, sometimes it is so intense that it does more harm than good.’ ‘Droughts are occurring more frequently, intensely and over longer periods.’ All these things are affecting many people’s livelihoods negatively to varying extents, and many people wonder why God is punishing them this severely. 

I have carried out several climate change vulnerability exercises among different communities this year. To cope with the effects of climate change, some communities resort to detrimental activities such as cutting trees to produce charcoal, selling firewood or sharing relief food rations with livestock. They are well aware that these activities are not sustainable. 

On the other hand, some communities are already adapting positively to the changes and I’m glad about that. They have come together: creating innovations, pooling resources and seizing opportunities. I have interacted with women’s self-help groups and co-ops that have set up micro-credit schemes, are producing and preserving fodder, are banking agricultural seeds, planting trees, and participating in the construction of water harvesting and storage infrastructure. Their hope, optimism and action reverberate to their families and communities. They show that by example it is possible to adapt and live with dignity and in security. 
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As world leaders meet in Copenhagen to discuss a post-Kyoto Protocol Deal, I would like to see much stronger political will to support efforts to deal with climate change at regional, national and local levels. I would like to see firm commitments and consequent actions by the developed and rapidly industrializing countries to cut down on greenhouse gas emissions to scientifically recommended levels. I would also like to see greater technological, technical and financial support channeled towards adaptation programmes and projects in developing countries. As feasible, developing countries should also ensure that they will seek to limit their levels of greenhouse gas emissions in their quest for development. Developing countries should also ensure that resources for adaptation are channeled towards the most vulnerable communities and groups, and that appropriate adaptation actions are implemented. Lastly, there is need to build and foster stronger partnerships in dealing with climate change among governments, vulnerable communities, civil society, corporate sector, and research institutions among others. 
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CARE is a leading aid organisation with more than 60 years’ experience fighting global poverty and delivering emergency assistance. In nearly 70 countries, CARE works with the poorest communities to improve basic health and education, enhance rural livelihoods and food security, increase access to clean water and sanitation, and expand economic opportunity. Our long-term development assistance and emergency relief initiatives are currently benefiting about 55 million people around the world. In response to the growing crisis, CARE is helping the most world’s most vulnerable communities adapt to the impacts of climate change.
